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Council  

25 October 2022  
 
Present : Joe Dochert y (Chair) , Joanna Barker, Jonat han Bewes, 
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would meet Committ ee Chairs to review / discuss responses prior to their present at ion to 
GNC a t its November meet ing.  

 
07. Vice-Chancellor’s Report  (C/22/10 Confident ial ) 

Received: t he Vice Chancellor provide a ver bal updat e on matt er s not ref lect ed in the Repor t;  
a)  the Univer sit y had been successf ul in an Office for Student s (OfS) compet it ive bid that had 

result ed in a £5.8 million grant  for science equipm ent to be received over the next thr ee 
year s ; 

b)  Convocat ion had recent ly met and had been consider ed a ver y successf ul event ; 
c)  t he recent U niversit y and College U nion (UCU) ballot vot e had result ed in agr eem ent for 

furt her str ike 



Confidential  

Page 3 of 6 
 

 
Noted:  
a)  t he Str at egy Ref r esh was based on a ref lect ion of what had been achieved in the fir st five 

year s of the ten -year Strat egy and a conf irm at ion of  the focus for the next five year s;  
i.  no mat er ial growt h  in student num ber s and a focus on Postg r aduat es and STEM ; 
ii.  more focused Science Str at egy and Str at egic Resear ch Fund ; 
iii.  lever age The Sands as a cat alyst for incr easing the Business School’s rankings ; 
iv.  a m or e inclusive wider student exper ience and a great er focus on employabilit y ; 
v.  consolidat ion of the College model  whilst fulf illing student accomm odat ion needs ; 
vi.  g lobal str at egy awar eness ; 
vii.  Durham cult ur e and student suppor t ;  
viii.  a cadem ic recr uitm ent and prom ot ion;  

b)  the tim eline for consult ations wit h stakeholder s and the result ing deliver ables had been 
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Agreed :  
a)  the const it ut ion of a People and Organisat ional Developm ent Committ ee and its 

cor r esponding ter m s of ref er ence and 
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22. Governance and Nominations Committee: 5 October 2022  
Noted: the Governance & Nominat ions Committ ee repor t from its meet ing on 5 October 2022.  
 

23. Ethics Committee Report: 22 September 2022  
Noted: the Ethics Commit t ee report from its meet ing on 22 October 2022.  
 

24. University A cademic Promotion Committee: 22 June 2022  
Noted: the Univer sit y Academ ic Promot ion Commit t ee repor t from its meet ing on 22 June 
2022. 
 

25. Register of Sealings  
Noted: t he docum ent that had been sealed since Council’s last meet ing  
 

26. Business Agreed by Circulati on 
Noted:  
a)  Head of Department: Accounting (Chair’s Action):   Professor Amir Michael wit h eff ect 

from 1 August 2022 for a per iod of thr ee year s to 31 July 2025  
b)  Increase to the University's Revolving Credit Facility (RCF) : to incr ease the RCF with 

Barclays Bank from £25m to £75m and consent to the Chief Financial Of


